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25th October 2024

A Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Staff and Governors,
[bookmark: _GoBack]As my first term as Head Teacher draws to a close, I want to take this opportunity to reflect on what has been an exciting and eventful few weeks here at St Anthony’s. It has been a wonderful term full of striving, thriving, and achieving, and I am incredibly proud to be head of such a fabulous school. 
We’ve seen our students engage with their studies with enthusiasm and a sense of curiosity, setting a strong foundation for the rest of the academic year. Whether it’s been in the classroom, in the forest school, or on trips and excursions, our school community has once again demonstrated its commitment to excellence and mutual support.
A special mention must go to the students who have participated in extracurricular activities. We were especially proud of those who represented St Anthony’s so well on the trip to Buckingham Palace; and the draughts competition was a great success and is the start of a series of inter-house events throughout the year.
Term one of any academic year always presents particular challenges, as students settle in to new routines and develop new relationships with peers and staff. I would like to extend my gratitude to all the parents, carers, and staff who have worked together to help our young people during this time of transition. Your ongoing support plays a vital role in the success of our school.
As we approach this short break, I encourage all of our students to take some well-deserved rest and enjoy time with family and friends. It’s important to recharge, reflect on personal achievements, and prepare for the new term ahead, when we will continue our journey of learning and development.

Strive, Thrive and Achieve,
                            Antony Curry, Head Teacher

Dates for the diary[image: cid:image003.png@01D957F1.23086D70] 
· Friday 25th October – Last day of Term 1
· Monday 4th November – First day of Term 2
· Monday 25th November – INSET DAY (Children do not attend) 
· Friday 6th December – Winter Fayre – 4:00 – 5:30pm 
· Friday 20th December – Last day of Term 2

[image: ]British Values
· Democracy - have the right to have your voice heard
· Individual Liberty - Promote freedom of choice
· Rule of Law - The importance of law and rules
· Mutual Respect & Tolerance - to respect those from different backgrounds
Attendance

Did you know your child’s attendance affects your child’s success? Being in school, on time, every day is vital for student’s well-being, not just their educational growth but for their development in so many other areas such as social and emotional development. We understand that our students needs are far different from the students in mainstream school, so this year we are aiming for a whole school attendance of at least 85%. To achieve this, we are continuing our promotion and praise of individual school attendance. 

How is Attendance at St Anthony’s rewarded?
We monitor and reward attendance on a weekly, termly and yearly basis with a variety of rewards up for grabs. Our weekly attendance is monitored from a Friday to a Thursday, this allows us to celebrate that week’s attendance achievements in our school assembly on a Friday morning. 
Students who obtain 100% attendance from the Friday to Thursday will receive a certificate and 5 Reward Shop Tokens. Students who receive 90% attendance in the same period will receive 3 Reward Shop Tokens.  We also recognise that our students who have a Personal Learning Plan (or a PLP) will never obtain 100% or 90% attendance due to their learning plan. Therefore, students on a PLP who attend 100% of their PLP during the weekly time-frame are rewarded with a certificate and 1 Reward Shop Token. 
The Termly monitoring is based upon the old 3 term school year, Term 1 running until Christmas, Term 2 until Easter and Term 3 until Summer. For every student who achieves 100% attendance for the Term will receive a pin badge and a certificate. The colour of the pin badge is determined by how many TERMS the student has achieved 100%. Bronze will be awarded for all students who have achieved 1 Term of 100% attendance. Silver is awarded to all students who have achieved 2 TERMS of 100% attendance and Gold is awarded to all students who have achieved all 3 TERMS of 100% attendance. Also, ALL students with an attendance of 95% or above will be entered into a draw to win 1 of 3 vouchers worth £20, £10 and £5.
[image: C:\Users\Marksk\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Outlook\KL87E1D8\B.png]The Yearly monitoring is quite simple, all students who receive 95% attendance or above will be presented with a certificate and medal. Students who receive 100% attendance for the year will receive a certificate and medal to take home and their name will be etched onto our Attendance Plaque. 

Uniform Challenge 

Each week we are challenging classes to work together to win the best uniform award.
Whilst we understand uniform can be expense and come with sensory challenges for some young people we would like parents to work with us in ensuring uniform or similar colours are worn. This means:
· White logo’d or plain polo shirt 
· Black plain trousers
· Navy blue logo’d or plain jumper, fleece or cardigan in the colder months. 
If you are having issues with uniform please contact the school to see if there is any way we can support you.
[image: White School Polo Shirt][image: Boys 'Robert' Plus Fit School Trousers - Black][image: Navy Blue classic Sweatshirt for men made of organic cotton - Bread & Boxers]


Why We Need Thrive – By Gemini Symmonds 
Here at St Anthonys were all about Strive, Thrive and Achieve. Our Thrive practitioners help us to Thrive, they are Ame F, Amy Y, Kerry W, Donna C & Mike T. 
Once every few terms we have a Thrive day meaning we do activities according to the Thrive principles which is playing, working on our speaking and listening skills and even using playdough. 

St Anthony’s has school values, do you know them? 

1. Strive – Strive means you are striving, pushing through any obstacles you face. 
2. Thrive – Thrive means you are thriving at school or anywhere you are. 
3. Achieve - Achieve means you completed work or did something you never do. 
Sometimes our brains can be or feel discombobulated but Thrive helps us do great things.
[image: Teamwork Kids Royalty-Free Images, Stock Photos & Pictures | Shutterstock]


[image: Green Vine Vector Stock Photos and Pictures - 39,956 Images | Shutterstock][image: Green Vine Vector Stock Photos and Pictures - 39,956 Images | Shutterstock]Forest School  

During the summer holidays our vegetable garden has been busier than ever.
We arrived back to some beautiful pumpkins, tomatoes on their vines, Aubergine and Swede. A big thank you to Georgia and Kai for helping to harvest these.
The tomatoes will be used in the salad cart which comes out at lunch times.
Matt Pegg has kindly offered to make a pumpkin soup in food tech lessons and Rachel will be making some spiced pumpkin muffins
[image: C:\Users\Marksk\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Outlook\IRDXQD7H\Pumpkins.jpg][image: C:\Users\Marksk\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Outlook\IRDXQD7H\Vine tomatoes.jpg]We hope to plant garlic, broad beans and onions over the next few weeks so look out for more delicious produce from St Anthony’s vegetable garden.

[image: C:\Users\Marksk\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Outlook\IRDXQD7H\Georgia harvesting veg.jpg]
This week, to celebrate all things spooky, Louisa class have been making potions at forest school. 
We explored a range of ingredients to make a wonderfully colourful fizz whizzing potion. 
Not only did we have so much fun, we also learnt about chemical reactions, using our knowledge of science. 
[image: ][image: ]
Pegwell had an autumnal visit to the beach this term with Ame F. 
[image: Beach and other clipart images on Cliparts pub™][image: ][image: ]
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Buckingham Palace
This term’s trip to Buckingham Palace was a fantastic experience for the 6 pupils that achieved British Value wrist bands throughout last year. All the state rooms were explored and the pupils were able to relate the audio set tour guide to the actual rooms and historic pictures and items on display, some of which fascinated the pupils as they were over 300 years old and more. The tour ended with a visit to the grounds, including the lake that Princess Anne learnt to swim in, taught by her father the Duke of Edinburgh. There was also a ride in and out of the Palace across the famous court yard for some of us in a chauffeur driven buggy.
			Kevin Martin, Teacher DT
[image: C:\Users\Marksk\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Outlook\IRDXQD7H\IMG_2134.JPG]
Competition Time!
Draughts 

This term we had our annual draughts competition run by Rachel Cox. With a fantastic turn out, the pupils were able to show off their tactical talents. 
The winners were:

1st – Tom A 
2nd – Blaine G
3rd – Ricki Q
Well done to every who took part! 
[image: C:\Users\Marksk\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Outlook\IRDXQD7H\IMG_3908.JPG]
Uno competition
Kate Wathey called for all Uno enthusiasts and 40 pupils rose to the challenge of being named Uno Champion 2024. 
Ten teams of four battled for the title and after some very intense rounds we had ours champions 
CJ, Cloud David & Kingsley were the finalists with Roy taking the Uno Champion title for 2024. 
As always a massive well done to everyone that took part! 
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Whats on!
If you need some idea’s for what to get up to this half term click on the below for some ideas 
https://www.visitthanet.co.uk/whats-on/find-events/?location=1336%2C1357%2C1354%2C1351&eventDateFrom=2024-10-28&eventDate=&eventDateTo=2024-11-03&term= 

Cost of Living Support
[image: ]With the pressures of costs around us there is a number of services that can support.  If you are having troubles please contact them direct or come and talk with us. 
A link below is Thanet councils community hub which can sign post to a range of support functions
https://www.thanet.gov.uk/info-pages/covidcommunityadvice/ 
DWP - Outreach sessions for families
Ramsgate – The Priory Children’s Centre, Cannon Rd, Ramsgate CT11 9SQ
Outreach available every Wednesday between 9am to 12noon. To book a slot to see our adviser at the Priory Children Centre in Ramsgate please contact jayne.conroy@dwp.gov.uk

Margate – Six Bells Children Centre, 201 High St, Margate CT9 1WH Outreach available every Monday between 1pm to 4pm. To book a slot to see our adviser at the Six Bells in Margate please contact
[image: ]philip.raeburn@dwp.gov.uk or  anita.taylor@dwp.gov.uk






















[image: ]
Visit Kent Resilience Hub where you can increase your understanding, find approaches and tools or navigate your way to support and services relating to resilience and emotional wellbeing.

[image: ]Kooth online support and counselling for 10-25 year olds across Kent and Medway.  Offering 1-2-1 counselling, helpful articles, community discussion boards and daily journals.

MindEd is a free educational resource on children and young people's mental health for all adults.
[image: ]Call NSPCC on 0808 800 5000 if you’re worried about the safety of a child. Or call the police on 999 if you think a child is in immediate danger.
[image: ]Mind's Action for Children around self esteem and helping your child. Parents with Confidence help your child to emotionally regulate.
[image: ]Free and confidential advice from Family Lives on 0808 800 2222 if you’re finding it hard at home with your child and are struggling to cope.
[image: ]
Young Minds have a parent’s helpline, information and resources. 
St. Anthony’s School, St. Anthony’s Way, Margate, Kent CT9 3RA

Website  www.st-anthonys.kent.sch.uk 
Email admin@st-anthonys.kent.sch.uk 
Phone 01843 292015
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Fiost of Living Support Map
This map will show you the services that are available locally
to support with:-

* Information and Advice

« Food Banks/Support

* Warm Banks

Cost of Living Support Document

Want to read the information at a more convenient time?
This link will allow you to download the

full list of services that can help.

Connect Well East Kent

If you would like to speak to someone for further

information & advice, or if you are not sure what you

would be eligible for, feel free to give our Connect Well Team
acall on 0300 302 0178

or scan the QR code to visit their website.





image30.png
Kent
Resilience
Hub




image31.png




image32.png




image33.png




image34.png
family
lives





image35.png
MiNDS




image2.png
»X

Weekly
Attendance Rewards
100% Attandance = ort - Cor o
0% Attendance = ¢ Tokere
PLP 100% Attendance = 1 Token
Below 90% Attendance = 0 Tokens

Termly Attendance Rewards
Christmas, Easter and Summer:
Most Improved Student & AlL Students With an Attendance
of 5% or above
Entered into a draw to win £ of 3 vouchers
Shop Voucher of £20, €10 and €5
1 Term 100% Attendance = Branze Bodse

v& Robapsomaiees

3 Terms 100% Attendonce = Gold Badge

Yearly Altendance Rewards

5% and above = 1 1o el
100% Attendance = 1 on e Ao Ha

T
\
1 )





image36.jpeg
St. Anthony’s

SPECIALIST SCHOOL @@ ®





